'\ 
— m——_} 
Q = 
— - 


[1] ; 
THE | 
Commons Addre: 
- Againſt the D UK E of | 
LAUDERDAIL, 


Preſented to His Majeſty, May 9. 1679. 
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FE your Majeſties.moſt Loyal and Dutiful Sub- 
jects, the Commons m this preſent Parliament 
Aſſembled, finding your Majeſties Kingdoms 


involved in imminent dangers, and-great dif- 
culties, by the evil deſigns and pernicious Councels of 
ſome, who have been,. and ſtill are in high places of Truſt 
and Authority about your Royal Perſon, who contrary'to'the 
duty of their places, by their Arbitrary and deſtructive Coun- 
ſels,tending to the Subverſion of the Rights,Liberties,and Pro- 
poems of your Subjes, and the alteration of the Proteſtane 
cligion Eſtabliſhed, have endeavoured to alienate the hearts 
of your good Subjects from your Majeſty and your Govern- 
ment, which we by our duty are bound to preſerve. We 
have juſt reaſon to accuſe John Duke of Lauderdail, for a chief 
Promoter of ſuch Councels ;, and more particularly, for contri- 
ving and endeavouring to raiſe jealoufies & Mifunderſtandings 
between this your Majeſties Kingdom and Scotland, whereby 
Hoſtilities might have enſued and ariſen between both Nations, 
# not prevented ;. wherefore we your. Majeſties moſt Loyal 
Subjects cannot but be ſenſibly . affeFed and troubled to ſee 
ſuch a perſon, notwithſtanding the repeated Adgreffes of your 
late Paliament, continued in your Council at this time,when the 
Affairs of your Kingdom require none to be ſet in ſuch im- 
ployments, but ſuch as are of known Abilities, Intereſt, my 
fe, A : 
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ſteem in the Nation, without all ſuſpition of either miſtaking 
or betraying the true intercſt of.the Bom, and conlequent- 
ly of Adviing your Majeſty 11]. 

Wegdo therefore belcech your Majelty, for the taking away 
the oreat Jealoultesand diffatisfactions amongſr your good Sub- 
jects, who arc oppreſt with great grict and forrow, that your 
Majeſty will graciouſly be pleaſed to remove the Duke of Lau- 
derdail from your Majeſties Councils, in your Majeſties King- 
doms of England and Scotland, and from all Offices, Imploy- 
ments, and places of Truſt, and from your Maj eſties preſencs 


for ever. - + : 
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A Specch in the Houſe of COMM 0 NS, 
upon Reading the Bill againſt the D. of Yor k, M, ay 16 79. 


7E have now the weiphtieſt matter under. our Con- 
{iderations that ever came before us, thercforc. we 
ought with the higheſt Zeal to ſpeak our minds boldly for the 
Kmg and Kingdom : for as the matter is of no leſs importarice 
than to {ſecure our Religion: to Poſterity, fo much the rather 
ſhould we apply our felves to manitelt that we will not be 
diſcouraged by any ſeeming oppolition w hatfoever. * 
But as the Lord Chan cellor lately rold us, This.i 5 the time, fo 
I muſt repeat it, That jt 5s indeed the tims;; that .1 1s to ſay, the 
moment : which 7 we. ſhould {; fer to ſlip from us, 1t may never 
be in our power to regain, and then our Children may be bound 
to Curſeus: for I muſt tell you, That it will be utterly impol. 
{ible ever to ſecure the Proteſtant Religion. under a Popiſh Suc- 
ceftor, unlels you do totally diſable bim- to inherit theſe Prote- 
ſtant Countries ; and the Tyranny of the SCC of -Rome wall in- 
fallibly fical upon us, 
For. to think to reſtrain a King ander the Poiver of '> Pebal 
Law, thereby to ſecure Religion, 1s no more than to bind Sat 
p/on with.Cords, who: as ſoon as "tis ſaid, The Philiftims are 3:poit 
thee, will break them all in pieces,and carry the Gates away with 
him, and leave you open to the Invalion of the Encmy 3 no- 


thing therefore can be ablc to ſecure us, but to clip his Locks: 
For 


F 


Fra 


.. 
y 
, <. 


[3] 


For if the Papiſts do at this time deſigne to ſubvert our Reli- 
gion under a Proteſtant Pririce, how much more will they de- 
figne againſt us under a Popiſh Succeſſor ? What will not the 
Prieſts and'efuits undertake, ro procure our DeſtruGion, when 
they ſhall have the favour of the Prince, and arc fomed that 
the Laws and Statutes made againſt thens, ſhall not be pur in 
Execution ? for 'tis Coleman's Maxime, That if the Popith Re- 
ligion ſtood upon an equal-foot with the Proteſtant, the Popiſh 
Religion would get the better, as they would manage it ; and 
then our Fſtares could never be {ecure, no, nor our very Lives; 
and Proteſtants would be diſcouraged, and hardly dare to ſpeak 
their minds ; and Maflacres may ' be as frequent and as great 
here, as they were — at Paris : So that tis clear we can 
never reſtrain him. 

The Lord Chancellor in his Speech tells you , That when 
His Majclty thall happen to. dye, we ſhall have a convenient 
rime to ſettle Religion and the Nation. Let me ask you, Muſt 
we a& with 'the Succeſfor, or without him ? It we act with 
him , he will-never conſent to any. thing we ſhall dot avainſt 
him ; if without him, we act as a Commion-Wealch : - and that 
he will never ſuffer, but perhaps will {end his Guards and turn 
us out of Doors, and what will hecome of us then ? 

_* One Realon Jaid down to, us likewtle 1s,, That it 15:1mpoſ- 
ſible for; a $ucceflor to, raiſe; Money, but' by Confenr- .of 
Parliament :' that point may: be cafily ab{wered by us, There 
are many fmal] Burroughs! and Towns who choole us, where 
there are but few Voices';-how calfle: is: it to purchaſe thoſe 
Votes'by, Money ? the ſhould lay out Ten or Twenty: thou- 
ſand pouydor:the purehaſe, they would. ſoon give it him again 3 
and then-the whole Nation-will be niin'd without Redempri- 
on: Thie Speech. of the Lord Chancellor #onely a Fig-teat to 
cover our Nakedneſs, or rather Leaf-Gold ta flatter us ;: or 
like a Mother who having a froward Child, and upon neceſlity 
muſt do ſomething to pacihie i it, ſhe gives it any thing tlic h ath, 

but lets it keep it no longer tha the pleaſes. 

Now I have ſhown you the neceſlity of this Bill, let us next 
conſider , that the good which will come by it, 1s far greater 
than the evil that can enſue upon it; which [ will thus demon- 
ſtrate : It we give way to a Popiſh Succeſſor , we give away 
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Religion, and have Popiſh Tyranny for a Recompence ; and 
then conſequently, our Eſtates will be taken away ; and for an 
Engliſh man to loſe his Eſtate, is worſe than to loſe his Life, 
ſince he muſt continue in perpetual Bondage, and be worſe 
than a Captive ſlave, and ſhall be Prieſt-ridden every day : 
therefore in my opinion, it is far better for us to reſolve to 
maintain our Religion, and to ſecure our ſelves by oppoſing 
any Violence that ſhall be offered. to us from abroad, than to 
be in danger of having our Throats cut every moment, by thoſe 
that ſhall be amongſt us. 

Now let us confider, whether this may be eftefted by Law, 
or out of neceſſity. I will put the Caſe, That it a Prince be 
born to a Kingdome who is either Lunatick, or otherwiſe diſ- 
abled to do the Kingdom any good, ſhall not the SubjeRs in 
this caſe proceed to chuſe another who may preſerve the 
Kingdom, when otherwiſe it muſt of neceſlity periſh ? As 
lately in the Caſe of Portugal, they chole another to ſucceed, 
becauſe of the diſability of the former ; And ſhall not wethen 
diſable the Duke, who cannot poſſibly do the Nation any ſer- 
vice, his Principles being fo contrary and deſtructive to the 
Laws, Statutes, and Conſtitutions of this Government, as no- 
thing but ruine can enſue thereby ? - | | 

| Now as to the Point of Law, I muſt ſay, that as for a pri- 
vate perſon to riſe againſt his Prince ts Rebellion ;- ſo on the 
contrary,when there is an AQ of Parliament to difable him, and 
that upon ſuch good grounds and reaſons as. we have heard 
read againſt him this day, we ſhall be juſtified by all the 
World in oppoſing. his Claim ; and we have had Prefidents 
of this kind heretofore. And it was Enafted in Queen Eliz.a- 
beths time, That thoſe who durſt any way diſpnte that the King 
and Parliament could not appoint a Succeſſour,ſhould be guilty 


of a Premunire. 
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